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PREFACE.

While reading the Réméyana and the Mahibhirata, the
1dea struck me that abridged forms of the epics would be useful
1n more ways than one. They would interest those who knowing
Sanskrit like to learn something of the epics at first hand but
who have not the patience or the leisure to go through the
voluminous originals. Secondly they would be 1nvaluable as
text-books 1n schools and colleges, which are at present com-
pelled to exclude the epicsfrom their curriculum owing to their
enormous length. Students are thus at present debarred from
drinking at the pure fountain head of Sanskrit poetry with 1ts
chaste language and its high 1deals, and have to study instead
later epic property which, even in Kilidés, 1s more artifictal and
laboured and 1s certainly more debased in taste. Lastly it
would be useful, from a critical point of view to see what the
epics might have been in their original unexpanded shape.
Very few deny that the epics only assumed their present bulky
form sometime before the beginning of the Christian Era.
With these three purposes in view, I have abridged the Ram4-
yana and the Mahibhirata giving the chief story 1n a connected
form and 1n the very words of the author, and preserving at
considerable length, such passages or episodes as constitute the
most beautiful portions of the epics, from a poetical or didactic
point of view. I have also tried to give what may be supposed
to be the original archaic portions of them. It is to be hoped
that I have succeeded in my attempt and that it 1s liked by
those for whom 1t 1s intended.

This abridgment of the Mahé4bhirata contains about 4500
ShlokAs and 1s about one twelfth of the original, I have mainly
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used for this abridgment the Bombay version of the epic. As
the work was got through the press hastily, the addition of a
corrigenda was found necessary and will I hope be tolerated.

31st October 1go2. C. V. VAIDYA.

PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION.

Imay take this oppoitunity of thanking the Allahabad
University for prescribing this book for rapid reading atits
Inter. and B A. Examinations and thus placing the book 1n the
hands of those for whom 1t 1s primarly intended This has
necessitated the issue of this second edition 1n preparing
which I have had valuable suggestions from several persons who
have to teach the book I hope therefore, that this edition leaves
very little to be desired and that the book 1s more widely
appreciated,

BowmBay,
} C V VAIDYA.

May 1909.
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